
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



DOCUMENT 

APOSTOLIC LETTER OF POPE PIUS XI 

(Translation) 

To Our Beloved Sons, William Cardinal O'Connell of the Title of St. 
Clement, Archbishop of Boston, and Dennis Cardinal Dougherty of 
the Title of Sts. Nereus and Achilles, Archbishop of Philadelphia, 
and to Our Venerable Brothers the Archbishops and Bishops of the 
United States of North America. Pius XI, Pope. 
Beloved Sons and Venerable Brothers, 
Greeting and Apostolic Blessing: 

Knowing full well how much can be done by Catholic Institutions for 
the right formation of heart and mind. We, at the beginning of our Pon- 
tificate, cannot but turn our whole thought and care upon those noble 
seats of learning which, like your University, have been established in 
order to train up teachers of truth and to spread more abundantly 
throughout the world the light of knowledge and of Christian wisdom. 
Accordingly, since We have ever loved that great work from the time 
it was founded, at the instance of the American bishops, by Our Prede- 
cessor of happy memory, Leo XIII, so also We have not failed, as occa- 
sion offered, to praise the zeal of those who strove by all manner of 
means to further it, in the firm conviction that the Church in America 
would derive the greatest benefit from a home of study wherein Catholic 
youth are more thoroughly trained in virtue and sacred science. 

Now, among other reasons for founding the University which the 
Bishops presented in their letter to the Holy See after the Third Plenary 
Council of Baltimore, was "that condition of mind which can be protected 
against wide-spreading error and strengthened in faith by the deeper in- 
vestigation of truth both revealed and natural on the part of the faithful 
and especially on the part of the clergy." Weighty as they then were, 
these reasons are of even greater weight at this time when all are striv- 
ing to the best of their power for the restoration of order in human so- 
ciety. For it is plain that no such reconstruction will come about unless 
youth be rightly educated. Nor is any and every sort of education fitted 
for the attainment of the desired end, but only that in which instruction 
is based on religion and virtue as its sure foundation and which the 
Church unceasingly has commended in every possible way. 

But it is essential that youth when they study should be kindled with 
ardor for knowledge and piety alike, especially by devotion to the great 
Mother of God who is the Seat of Wisdom and the Source of Piety, and 
therefore the American Bishops, Protectors of the University in Wash- 
ington, have formed the excellent design of building on its grounds the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. For it is fitting that side 
by side with the temple of knowledge should stand the house of prayer, 
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"because "godliness is profitable to all things" and "knowledge without 
piety puffeth up." For this reason We, like our Predecessors of happy 
memory Pius X and Benedict XV, cherish with fatherly affection both 
the University and the newly planned Shrine; and We pray that this 
great work may soon be brought to completion so that from it as from 
the seat of her loving kindness, the Virgin Mother may bestow upon 
all America the heavenly gifts of wisdom and salvation. 

Therefore, Venerable Brothers, recalling your minds to that object 
which your predecessors had in view when they founded the University, 
We desire that you take measures toward realizing that same object in 
accordance with the directions given in the Apostolic Letter "Magni Nobis 
gaudii" whereby Leo XIII brought the University into existence. So do- 
ing you wiU easily accomplish these three things : 

1. The best among your clergy and laity will be so educated 
and duly provided with knowledge that they will prove a credit to 
the Church and will be able to explain and uphold the Catholic 
faith. 

2. The teachers in your seminaries, colleges, and schools, 
from this time on, will be properly trained, not only equipped 
with all manner of culture, but thoroughly imbued with a genuine 
Catholic sense. 

3. There will be close cooperation and unity in the formation 
of youth — a matter of utmost importance, especially in America 
where the work of education is conducted on such firm and definite 
principles of organization that all the schools are linked together 
in a certain uniformity and system. 

We fully understand of course that in your country with its vast ex- 
tent, there is room for more than one university. However, new under- 
takings of this sort would be ill-advised if they should remain incomplete 
or if their faculties should lack in number or fail to increase. Better one 
university completely organized and equipped than many of stunted 
growth. 

Such surely was the thought of the American Bishops when they pe- 
titioned the Holy See not to approve the foundation of other universities 
or to favor any such plan until the Episcopate should have manifested its 
will in this regard. Complying with this request, the Congregation of 
Propaganda by its rescript of March 23, 1889, which further explained 
the ordinance of Leo XIII in his Apostolic Letter "Magni Nobis gaudii," 
forbade the establishment of other universities or institutions of like 
character, until all the usual Faculties should have been organized in the 
Catholic University at Washington. 

This indeed was a timely and prudent prohibition, especially when one 
considers that today there are so many other common needs of the most 
pressing kind, which make demands upon the charity and generosity of 
the faithful. Further to be considered is this: the University at Wash- 
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ington, by preparing teachers for the universities of the future, will serve 
for all of them, as a splendid example and an efficacious bond of unity, if 
through the support of all loyal Catholics, under the guidance of the 
American Bishops, it be fully and perfectly developed. 

It must be remembered that, as Leo XIII in his wise Constitutions de- 
clares, the whole thought and concern of the entire American Episcopate 
is to be centered on the University. If, as must needs be, a small group 
of bishops is charged with its government and administration, neverthe- 
less all should have at heart its development since it was established for 
the benefit of all the dioceses of America. 

To do this thing, it is absolutely necessary that you, Venerable Bro- 
thers, take counsel among yourselves and present through our Sacred 
Congregation, which has charge of universities, a fixed and definite plan 
or program whereby you will more fully obtain the useful results which 
are expected of your Institution. This plan which you will surely sub- 
mit to Us as soon as possible for Our approval, will produce. We are con- 
fident, the desired fruits by providing ways and means both to establish 
new Faculties and more quickly to collect and administer the funds that 
are needed. For We have no doubt that your clergy and people who have 
given such splendid proof of their generosity toward every kind of good 
work, will eagerly follow the example of their Pastors and, as usual, con- 
tribute willingly and liberally, to the support of their University, the most 
useful of their many works. 

And now. Venerable Brothers, feeling sure that you will continue your 
active interest in the American College in Rome which offers so many ad- 
vantages for the training of your clergy, knowing moreover your stead- 
fast loyalty toward the Vicar of Jesus Christ and your earnest devotion 
to the welfare of souls. We confidently hope that, under God's favor, this 
Letter will prove effectual by so reinforcing your common endeavor that 
devotion to the cause of Catholic education may day by day increase among 
you. You will thus afford Us great assistance for the administration of 
the Apostolic office which the Providence of God in His inscrutable de- 
sign, has entrusted to Us; and you will have great joy in the conscious- 
ness of duty fulfilled while you so zealously strive to extend the kingdom 
of the Lord Jesus on earth. 

Gladdened by this hope. We implore for you the choicest blessings and 
as a token of heavenly gifts and a proof of Our special good will. We from 
the fullness of Our heart bestow upon you. Venerable Brothers and upon 
the whole flock entrusted to each of you. Oar Apostolic Benediction. 

Given at St. Peter's, Rome on the Twenty-fifth of April MCMXXII, in 
the first year of Our Pontificate. 

Pius, XI, Pope. 



